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COMMERCE HIGH SCHOOL—AND HOW IT GREW

The old building and the new

i ' Three engines moved Commerce High in 1913

fi [of Educu,tion, 46, wl

i National Cuard officer,

Old School
To Close
Permaneptly

By ORR KELLY .iv.
Alleeri’ Hennessy, &' chlm, \gr&y
finired -lady  who' has been, a,_,th

clearly remembera Oolonol Ohallas
H. Murphy,: R ¢

confidently one day last. week,
“Commexce iwould : not ihe.. dying,”
% Commerce 18 dying, and on

June 18, 1952, by ordir ot the Boe,i-d
ead ' !

Miss Hennegsy, who will.
this year as head .0f,the schopls
mathematics- depaxtment. seid: she
would never’, forget ' the Wortly
colone! with his: military ' stiffness,
his bristly mustache antl His shiarp-
ly pressed’ blue serge- suits,

Least. of all, she gald, will she
ever forgét the classic fire drills
that were held at Conmurierce whiler
Colonel Murphy was p11npraJ, from
1000 .to- 1826,

. “He would stand at the ‘door ‘of
the ‘Old Building' over there. and
beat on-a big brass school ‘bell,”
she sald, “We all had to march out
in step while he' beat on thé hell,
You'd be :surprised: how fast we
could clear out of the building.

“But he was stern. Ono day two
‘teachers Just ‘walked .out<not 'in
f{step. We had to go through the
duill all over ‘again)

It was Colonel Murphy, politician,
club man
and ‘“not what. you would call:-a
professional educator,”. who made
the High School of Commerce
what it is—and where it is—~as
Miss Hennessy remembers it,

The story hegins in the :latter
half of the Nineteenth Gentury,

of most persons now living, -
There were in San ‘\Fyanolsco ab

that time. -Just two. .public. high

schoolg, Boys High School and Girls

High School, In July 1888, a com~

mfmlal department -was organized
n ‘Boys High. School,

bw: tal to The Chronicle

i STANPORD UNIVERSITY, May

- #==The principal speaker at Stan
+~ford's 6lst commencement exer-
olses on June 15 will be Olark Kerr,
. ehancellor-designate of the Uni-
Lversity of Oallfornia’s Bmkeley

< RIIPUS,

onn He wlil addross 2475 graduates on
“%The Indepondent Spirlt” in the

vFrost  Amphitheater,
L Jresident,

Wallace Sterling,

Stanford's

will

nweenfer 1248° hachelor degrees and
1230 advanoced degleen ab the cere«

2i0pRy.
- Ty, Albert O OQutler,

theology

Unlversity, will deliver the bacca-
laureate germon In Stanford’ Me-
motlal Church the morning of
commencement,

Pre-commencement activities will
close Saturday with the Phl Beta
Kappa address of Professor hdgar
Andorson, head of the Henry Shaw
School of Botany at Washington
University, St, Louis,

Other features of the commence-
ment week end will be the laying
of the class plate in the Inner
Quad Walk, the Naval ROTC com=
migsioning ceremony, the first re-
union of the alass of '62, presenta~

Stanford Graduation to Hear Clark Kerr

Class Day exercises. Alan Enthioven|
of Seabtle, whd will be a Rhodes
scholar in the 1962-63 school year,
the senior class ora-

will deliver
tion,

Tour to Japan

Richard Bertrandias, program dl-
rector of Radio Free Asin, has left
San Francisco for Tokyo where he
will supervise the organization’s
operations in and near Japan, Bert-
randias, who expects to ~stay in .the
Orlent for a year, has been on the
local staff of Radio free Asia &ince

. The next: year, the commercial
depatrtment was given . two-year
status, named Commerecial  High
School and installed in ijs own
quarters at Powell near Qlay street,
The enrollment was 36 pupils,

TRAINING FOR GIRLS

It was at the time one of three
‘| public schéols.in the United States
sufficiently forward-looking to pro-
vide training for the daring young
ladies” who intended to invade the
previously: forbidden world of busi-
ness, That there..was. a demand
for such training: quickly becaime
appment By 1881, new quarters
had to be found for the school .at]
Bush-and Stockton streets becaise
the enrollment had- swelled to 450

High School ot Commemu ‘since|
1019, longer than any other teaoher :

“If he were still alive," she stated §

le':_

at a time beyond the clear memory|:

"ﬁromsor 1t Southern Methodlst

tion of the class gift and Senior

it was organized lest summer.

‘Three years later a mahual train-
ing department -was added- and

~ POLITIOAL ADVERTISEMENT POLITYOATL,
R e e e s

ADVERTISEMENT

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Polytechnic High School came into

ok R

w e , )

heing, The commercial department
moved again in 1900 to the rear of|’
Lincoln , Grammaxr , School, . near

San Francisco is
e justifiably proud of our Superior Court.
_Help the Bar Association to keep it that
way. The San Francisco Superior Coust
isyour Court: Guard itas you guard your
home. The lawyers who appear before

T our Courts in daily law practice know
<7 .. these Judges are qualified. .. therefore:

"THE BAR ASSOCIATION OF

OFFICE NO. 1 OFFICE NO.2

| udgoTho;. Foley
OFFICE NO. 6

Judge H. A Van dor Teo
OFFICE NO. §

2 iatlintisatibattiinntitns-:

t:
¢
F _.
. T B :u‘ge Wm. F. Traverse Judgo R McWiltiams
o
AN, .
E,,.‘ OFFICE NO. 7 is the only coni,ested
‘;«W Superior Court Office in this election; _ :
'r:; Presiding Judge of the Municipal Court JUDGE JOHN B MOI.INARI
»» John B. Molinari was the choice of the'_ Judge Molinari's electiof: will best serve
:“'x ‘lawyers in the secret ballot plebiscite thilwelfafe of Sf“; Ffﬂ;c‘“oodl;lls el?ﬂlm
3 wi uarantee the safegnaraing of your
i ;:n(;ucted by th; B;; ?‘SSOC““O" of wgbls.g He is able, siticore andghum{ne. '
}.  SanFrancisco. Judge Molinari received  yypop MOLINARI IS EMINENTLY QUALIFIED
.1 morevotes than the combined total of ' BY EDUCATION—EXPERIENCE AND TEMPERA- . .
! hisewo opponens. MEN? 10 CONDUCT THE OFFICE OF SUPERIOR
¢ o s COURTJURGE.
3
f /VOTE FOR ‘THESE JUDGES 'I'UESDAY' ~JUNE 3
-

-~ ORLA 87, CLAIR

" Judge Geo. Schonfeld

" THE BAR ASSOCIATION
* OF SAN FRANCISCO PRESENTS

The Bar Association of Sam
Francisco is an organization of
approximately 1700 San Francisco

lawyers dedicated 'to acting in
the ‘intetest of San Francisco by,
maintaining a skilled, humane,k\,

and indepentent ;udxcxary
orricERS
Fipst Vice-Prosident

Second Vice-Pres.
Socratary

GERALD S, LEVIN
RUGENE H, O’'DONNELL
RURNHAM ENERSIN -
A BROOKS BIRLIN

SAH FRAIICISCO

RECOMMENDS THESE JUDGES |
FOR YOUR APPROVAL AND »S;U.PPORTI
 OFFICE NO. 3

OFFICE NO. 4

Igo Meolvyn Cronin
OFFICE NO. 7 |

Prosident

i

Treashrer

3
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_Mission High

Seniors Win

Scholarships

This 18 the “time of year that gIrls
and boys in high school begin to

worry about final examinations and
what they are going to do later o

At least this is the won'y of a good
many BStudents,

Byt two girls.and three boys at
Mission High School have the next
few years pretty well in hand, and
since thelr marks on last term’s

-|finals adcled up to 24 A's and a few

miserable B’s, the coming examina-
tions ‘arer’t much of a worry, -
willle Mas Angel; for one, knew
what she wanted and got it,  She
wanted to go to Vassar College in
Poughkeepsie, N. 'Y, In September
she'll be golng there. -She 1s the
first public high school girl in the
city to win' a scholarship offered
by the Bay Area Vassar Olub, - -
*‘Miss Angel, the 17-year-old. sec~-
retary. of her clags, won the begin-
ning of an education at the leading
women’s .college .in -competitive. ex-
aminations and after-a, ﬂve-woma;n
interview,
Barbara - Nurdstedt 18, Has. a
scholarship to St Luke's School of
Nursing; Don Kafka, 18, an all-city
quarterback, won' an enginesring
scholarship at - Stanford;  Alvin
Buchignani, 17, is going to the Uni-
versity of San Franglsco on'an ac-
counting and géneral business
scholatship, and Edward Aubert, 17,
president of his class, was: awa.xded
the local Junior Achievemgnt prI?e
and also is going to USF,

But besides their plahs: for the
future, these students wanted to
talk about the school they were
about to leave, '

“A woman near me on the ‘hus

where the: meﬂorium Jlow atahds M;
Market and Fifth streets.

In that same year, Colonel: Mur-
phy, then 45 .years old, becsnme
principal of..the. schoel. He. had
been a teacher at Commeérce for
10 years, and, before that, super=~
intendent of “schools. in Tulare
county, - :

THEN THE FIRE :

The fire that swept across down-

town San Franeisco in the wake of

. |the early-.mommg emthquake on

April. 18; 1906, ‘burned Comimercial
High School to ' the ground, But
Colonel :Murphy fought his way to
the school and emoved out -the
schools most important asset—83
typewriters.

About the same time ‘that moin-
ing, a Housewife out on the other
side of Van Ness avenue, far from
the flames that weére erackling west
from the waterfront, arose, put her
Jamily's . breakfast on the gtove
‘and struck .. light, .

The fire that resulted when her

main swept east through Hayes
Valley, leveling & score of clty
blocks in what has come to be
known as the -“Ham and Eggs
Fire,” This sccondary . fire caused
the only extensive damage west of
Van Ness. avenue and leveled .the
ares, where the High - School of
Commeérce now stands in the block
bounded ‘by Van Ness avenue and
Hayes, Franklin.and Fell streets,
_In that avea previously were &
fidgwer shop, a bootblack stand, the
mansion of James Van Ness, mayor
of San Prancisco in 18566, and St.
Ignatiys College and Church, which
stood on the land now used by the
High School of Commevce as an
athletic fleld, .
THE TYPEWRITERS

The earthquake and fire forced
an early closing of the city’s schools
that year simply because most of
them, llke Commercial High School,
has been burneéd down, But by - the

énd df the second week in June, 280)

of the 600.Commercial High Schon!
stirdents hacl reported ab Hmerson
School and re-enrofled.

Many of them wént to work that
aummex- ‘ using tha typewrlters

"He lavea the typawmers ‘

match ignited gas from a. broken(:

LEEN " HENINESSY **"
.. She remembers =
Oolonel Murphy had - saved  from

_|destruction “to write letters to all

parts of the world asking for con~
tributions to-a frund ‘of $6,000,000
to_help ‘rebulld the -¢ity's schools,
‘In the Fall ‘of 1808, the students
of Commiercial' High - ...ahool moved
info Mission ‘High School and re-
mained there, on'a part-time basis,
for. the next four’ years, .

On ‘May 11, 1908, a hond issue
was ‘voted; providing enough money
for the consI;rucI:I_on of a new Com~
mercial High School building in
what is now Civic Center Plaza, op-
posite the Clvic Auditorium, It was
buiilt-on the site of what was, until
the fire, Harrison Primary School

NAME .CHANGED TWICE
The. new school building was by
far the largest, most permanent-
looking home, that Commerce had
lever had, It was three’ stories high,
with & ‘basement and 31 ‘class
rooms, It had a steel frame with a
pressed brick and terra cotta ex-
terfor and cost $262,872.37.
In 1809, the name of the school
was changad to Newton J, Tharp
Commercial Schoo), in honor of the
clty architect who designed the
building and then digd hefore it
wag completed, But before *hé new
school .was dedicated on Dacember
14, 1810, the name wes. changed
back to. San ‘“Pranéisco Commercial
School..’
Two years later, the course at the
school ‘was changed from two. to
four .yeais, making it the same
length as terms in the other San
Francisco high schools, and on De-
cember 12, 1013, the name was
changed, once again, to High
School of Commerce, the name by
which ‘it is still known today.
‘Commiercites, as students and
alumni of the school call thems
selves, say that their school 1s,
next. to Girls High* School, which
1 also due to he closed soon, the
oldest:. high school in 8dn Fran-
cisco.'
“~They base their controversial
‘claim on the fact that gSoys High
School, which 18 now known as
Lowell High £chool, did not change
its namie to Lowell until 1894~10
years after Commerce got 1t3 name,
The “High School: of G‘ommeroe.

" Auction Sales

High Light of = |
Novena Here
Next Sunday

Servicemen, policemen and fire-
men  will lead. several thousand
members of a score of Catholic or-
ganizations in a Solemn Bucharistic
"|procession through downtown streets
,imext Sunday afternoon, ‘

The procession wiit high light 8
nine-day Novena to St. Anthony,

It will stait ‘at 3 p, m, at St,
Bonliface Church, 133 Golden Gate
avenue, and will wing around sev-
eral blocks neaf the church,

“T'he Novena will open Wednesday

Catholic’ Churches and will con-
clude on St, Anthony’s feast day,
June 13, The Reverend Zacheus
Maher wIIl speak at most of the
services.

"turned.to a friend a3 we ap-
proached. the .school and whispered
in a loud voice that she always was
scared when she.was -near Mission
High"

Kafka. a football star wibh five
A's and .2 B on his last report, |
smiled a minute and “then. said,
“People. think , students here go
around packing pistols in. thelr
pants, Of course, .that's foollsh,
and glvés us a bad. repubatlon.

“What we have here is'as oross
section of races and, mlluwns, and
{t's béen & good tmng ‘for us to get
to know how to get along with
diffelent kinds ot people "

Adenauer Visit

BONN, Germany, May 31 (UP)—
Chancellor Konrad Adenduer has
postponed his planned ‘visit to the
United States until aftér the presi-

dentla)’ inauguraiion next January,

the' other day,” said ‘Miss Angel,

IMPORTANT NO’FICE!I

German Sourees aald today.

By Ovjder of

THE UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COUR’I‘
THE ENTIRE JEWELRY STOCK AND"ASSETS’ OE

FARBER'S

JEWELERS SINCE- 1902

vaa GRANT AVENUE, SAN rnAnclson

PR T N

PUBLIC AUCTION

‘,Starting at 11, AM. evary.day ’til comple
: : inIIrorlfock consisting of - - ‘
. i FINEST QUALITY:
P(Iaﬂnum Diamonid Wrist:-Watches, Diamond Weddmg
Rings, Diarond . Engagement - Rings, Oriental Sap-

" phires, Star Sapphnres, Rubles, Genuine Emeralds, Cold
“Jewelry for Men and Women, Sterling Silver Flatware,
Trays. Servmg Pieces, etc. Gold ‘and”
Men's Pocket - Watches, etc

Tea-Coffee Sets,
Filled - erst Watches.
EVERYTHING MUST BE

T

d

morning in many of the city’si] .

PRELIMINARY
ANNOUNCEMENT

Stock of the

- Connoisseur

one of San Francisco’s Finest
Antique

- Shops

Auctions

on the premises

570 Sutter SI'reeI I

Monday and Tuesday
jum th md 10th -

“Exhibitions

' Sa’rurday and Sunday . |
June 7th and 8th

Fred R. Butterfield

Aueuoneer.

‘|what to do‘with the fine, new,

| It P:oneere'd
Inlts Field
Inthe U.S.

with its new ahe permanem; name,
was hardly established when the
citizens of San Francisco, heginning
to see, daylight above the charred
ruinn of their city, decided to con«

traded the ‘Board oi Education its

proposed Civio d.antar Plaza.
- Immediately, the question of

quarter .of a .milllon. dollar kigh

struct a-Clvic Qenter,: 8o the city|#

library slto st Fell and Franklin|SSE
streets 10:- the Commerce site in the

A COMMERCE ARCH
Once it was the newest

school arose, T was: finally de-
cided . that an attempt" shbuld be

ADVERTISEMENT

made- to nove the 8000+ tan “build-
ing to the new slte, -

THE BIG MOVE

W 8; Langrille, & Ohicwgo con-
tractor who was visiting San Fran-~
cisco at the time, sald that if the
Job-could be done it would be the
greatest engmeering feat of its
kind .in the" history of the world,

'On February 15, 1013, s contract
for $151,000 was awarded to the
Sound. Construction ‘and Engineer-
ing Co. of ‘Seattle. The contract
provided that the company would
have to build & new scliool- for the
city if Commerce fell apart during
its five-block voyage,

- The Seattle company siub-con-
tracted the ‘job to the Nicholas &
Handley Co, for $90,000 and put up
a $170,000. bond to guerantee that
the building wouldh't be damaged
in transit,

For the job the contrp,cbow gath-
ered together 2000 ateel rollers, each
two feet long; 20,000 oak wedges;|®
100,000 red ocedar ‘shingles . for
wedges;' 1,600,000 ‘board feet of lum-
ber; 150 tons of steel and five miles
of steel cable,

. The hujlding was jacked up ott
1ts 120 by 140 foot base and hooked
hy cables to three donkey engines.
On the. day the big move began,
the donkeys huffed and puffed and

dragged Oommerce 20 feet west,

During the next seven .and a
half months, the bullding was
moved . doross ' the sandpile where
the ‘City’ Hall new stands to Van
Nesg' avenie, -down Van Ness to
Hayes ‘and then ca,ter-corner from
the Hayes-Van Ness corner to the
Fell-Franklin corner,

The building, moving an avera,ge
of 256 feet a day, blocked Van
Ness avenue for 20 days and cut
service on the Hayes atreet trolley
line for a similar period, Two suits
were filed against the contractors
during the trip because the big
building blocked the street,’

By May 1, 1814, Commerce was
in itg’ new position where it. still
stands and is known as the “Old
Building.”

S T

_TO YOUNG MEN
WHO WANT T0
GET AHEAD.

" Advice from The
WALL STREET JOURNAL

You areliving ina period of far-reach-
ing changes. New inventions, new
industries, and new ways of doing
business are creating opportunities for
men who want to.get ahead.

It will pay you to find out al!out
these things, And ons place to find out
fs in the pages of The Wall Street
Journal, You probably. think' The
Journsl 18 just for millionaires. That
is WRONG. The Journal ig a daily
business guide for every substantial
citizen. Ite readers mclude many .ol
.| the wealthiest people in this country,
Yet'The Journal can also be of enor-
mous help to.ambitious men who want
to-succeed while they. are still young,
The Journal has the'largest staff .of
writers on business and finance. It is
the only business paper served by all
four big press associations, It comes to
you DAILY. You get the fastest pos- .
sible warning of any new ‘trend that
may affect your buainess, your joh or
your - personal income. You get the
facts in time to protect your interests
or geize quickly & new opportunity to
profitor win advancement.The Journal
costs $20 & year, but you can get a
"Trial Subseription for 3 months for $6
—in United States and Possessions),
Just tear out this ad and attach cheek
lor $6 and mail, Or tell us to bill you,
. Published daily right on the Pacifie
Coast to bring you vital business and
Washington news immediately. Ad-
dress: Pacific Coast Edition, The Wall
Street; Journal, 415 Bush Street, San
Francisco 8 ; . . or 108 W, 6th Street,l

( Conoludpd Tomorrow)

|

(SEGIIREII BY

tory, Drop in a coin and

made individually,
~ able earnings to start from
Three to five times more,

units you dre capable of
secured for you,

-UNLESS YOU HAVE THE

ATELY. WRITE FULLY

DA 5195.

POST AUCTION STUDIO
1284 GOLDEN GATE-~WA 1-1787

COMPLM‘E FURNISHINGS, .ANTIQUE
and MODERN, ORNAMENTE of LO-
CAL BSTATE TOGETHER WITH
MANY- OTHHER. FURNISHINGS OF
MANY HMOMES AND ’APARTMENT8

AUCTION WEDNESDAY.
JUNE 4, 11 A. M.

®

8-pe, old ‘walnhb dlnln ‘set, bedroom
sobs, cqbles, chajrs, lookers, pedsstals,
Ltagere, statues, ornaments, clocks, 2
antique soreens,. chest of .. drawoers,
desks, Line. Calection of modarn Turnishe
, hédroom, dining and lving room
a all ‘sords of ocoasional furniture,.
late nodsl’ elenbrlo refrigerators an
table-top. swves. elactric Binger sews
ltm; miortéine Jand others, plangs, desks
or - ho!
ornaments, bedding, .
brac, - radios, floor and
mitrors, dmme and breakfast sets,
SXMMON SPITAL WITH IN=-
NERSPRING MA'I"I‘RESB. studio dj-
vang, lugegege, rugs and medium grade
turniture o} every desoription,

8. KEVIOH, Auutloneer. .

GEARY ST. MIII'I'IOII

Bl ﬂﬁcll‘y !t. L WEII 1-2942

SOLD, REGARDLESS OF

FORMER PRICES, FOR THE BENEFIT OF CREDITORS

NOTE: FARBER'S ESPECIALLY 'SOLIGIT THE PRESENCE OF :THEIR.
CUSTOMERS TO KEGIPROQATE Fgl TIS‘EEIR P&;T PATRONQGE, .

Auction Tuesday n A M,

A vhriety of home furnjshings trom
‘local residentes ls offered, -Included
are chrome top stoves; moderi eleo.
- refrigorators”and appliances; chrome
- and: other dinette sets; . dining - room
‘gets; 16-inch. Emerson TV set; radiop;
living ~room sets, . commodes, cha; 8
tables,: lamps, mirrors, pianos; ncum-
tured and Orlental runners; -room-size
rugs; . twin tnd double  bedroom sets;-
French bed; hox: sF Fings:. mattresses:
. linena; brlcn,buc nel enbula Prevlnw
Moudw. 1 =5.p, m,

K. Jensen Blkke, tioneer, .

IIIII.IMITED g
BIISIIIESS OPPORTUNITY
, 5208’5 00 to $6950.00
~ CASH REQUIRED

Wanted, a fmam:laIly responsible man or woman to
supervise a business of NEW AUTOMATIC COFFEE
VENDORS, in San Francisco and surrounding terri-

cup of coffee, sugar and cream if desired, Each cup
Instalied in large business estab-
lishments, manufacturing plonts, etc,
uniimited, Can be operated in your spare time, Prob-

If you con follow instructions and
_supervision of a'large national company with Dun &
 Bradstreet rating, you should become fuucncmlly in-
dependenf within a:vary short time,
PLEASE DO NOT ANSWER THIS ADVERTISEMENT

CASH AVAILABLE AND ARE A PERSON WHO CAN
MAKE AND GIVE. A DEFINITE DECISION AFTER
YOU KNOW THE FACTS!! WE ARE ONLY INTER-
ESTED N, PEOPLE WHO CAN START IMMEDI-

CLUDE PHONE NUMBER TO CHRONICLE BOX

Los Angeles 14 oo

INVENTORY)

out comes a steaming hot
Earning power
$20.00 to $50.00 per, day.

depending on number of
handling. Al locations

REQUIRED AMOUNT OF

ABOUT YOURSELF, IN-

WEDDI

‘Featured in
classifie

You'll

Find

Al
Sorts of

~and

Services

FOR YOUR

‘REFER TO OUR

“BRIDES’ GUIDE" |

“Action Ad” Pages

Helpful Aids
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